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MLK Day
of Service
officially
underway

Time for a
new car?

Phillip Boone
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON

Dr. Shameka Jones

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The luxury automobile
names of Jaguar, BMW and
Mercedes
immediately
bring forth images of luxury, affluence and success.
These aerodynamic, gleaming cars are engineered to
perfection and reflect a
lifestyle that many work
hard to attain.
Phillip Boone of Crown
Eurocars, located at 6001
34th St. N., is here to assist
you in achieving that
lifestyle.
“I feel I’m here to help
people get their American
dream,” Boone stated.
He is one of the top automobile sales representatives of luxury automobiles
in the Tampa Bay area. He
refers to himself as a
“transportation advisor.”
Even though his forte is
the high-end luxury model,
he is constantly tracking
what other models are
available.
“It doesn’t matter if it’s
See CAR, page 2

Mayor Kriseman and family helped distribute more than 1,500 free turkeys to festival goers.



BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Second Annual Fall
Festival, held on Nov.
22 at a city-owned lot at
22nd Street and 7th Avenue, featured free food,
entertainment and a

whole bunch of turkeys.
One thousand, give or
take a bird, were given
away free to families who
attended the festival.
Jeff Copeland, one
of the event coordinators,
estimated about 2,500 festival goers for this year’s
turnout, an increase from

approximately 1,500 attendees last year. Even
Mayor Rick Kriseman,
along with his family, was
on hand to personally distribute the turkeys, which
will undoubtedly provide
many families with a juicy
centerpiece for their
Thanksgiving meals.

The overcast weather
didn’t deter people from
enjoying all the fun activities
at
the
event,
which ran from noon to 5
p.m. In addition to the
turkey giveaway, there
were pony rides, train
rides, a rock-climbing
See FESTIVAL, pages 6

Working toward togetherness in our schools
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
“We are in this together!”
That is the motto Pinellas
County Schools (PCS) is
on a mission to make
stick throughout the community. John Hopkins
Middle School, located at
701 16th St. S., opened its
doors to families, teachers and school board
members in an effort to
get the word out that

change is coming, and it
needs the help of the
community in order to
make it work.
Superintendent
of
Pinellas County Schools
Michael Grego spoke
first about the effort
being made to increase
family engagement in
communities
where
schools are in need of
guidance and support.
The five elementary
See FORUM, page 4

Pastor Martin Rainey and Dr. Michael Grego,
Superintendent of Pinellas County Schools.

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Seeking to capitalize on the
momentum of last year’s
highly successful projects
and initiatives, the 2015
MLK Day of Service is officially underway and picking up steam.
“I think we’re off to a
great start,” said Dr.
Shameka Jones, chair of
the MLK Day of Service advisory board. “We have selected some interesting,
creative and potentially
very impactful projects for
the community to participate in this year!”
Jones explained that the
board is working with
St. Petersburg College,
which is the fiscal agent,
with funds that have been
received to run the program. James C. Robinson,
Jr. has taken on the duties
of project manager again,
and is working with project
coordinator Camille Martin
to help bring it all together.
In comparison to last
year, there has been a reduction in the number of
projects funded, which
Jones said could be attributed to different election
criteria. “It’s been streamSee SERVICE, page 3


                                                                 

Hires Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face

Call (727) 642-7475
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Temple
Maintenance
REV. DR. ROBERT L. HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Chronic diseases affect
minorities disproportionately

1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org

Affordable housing opportunities
City of St. Petersburg Housing
Assistance Loan Programs &
Homes for Sale
The City of St. Petersburg has
homes for sale and down payment assistance programs available for eligible
participants. Why pay rent when for as
little as 1 percent down you can live the
American dream of homeownership?
The homes for sale offered by the
City of St. Petersburg are constructed
or newly renovated by the highest quality standards. Many include landscaping, Energy-Star appliances, prepaid
home warranty, security alarm systems
and some are “hardened” to protect the
home from the perils of storm. Home
Owner Assistance is available to home
buyers whose income does not exceed
120% Median Family Income (MFI). A
list of Homes for Sale is available at
www.stpete.org/nsp.
Income requirements: Median
Family Income (MFI) is annually defined by the U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)
established specifically for the St. Petersburg area. The MFI is adjusted according to the number of household
occupants. The chart below lists the
maximum annual gross household income by family size. The City of St. Petersburg assists families whose income
does not exceed 120 percent MFI.
Funding for those at 120 percent MFI
is limited and will be made available on
a first come first-served basis.
Family
80% MFI
120% MFI
Size
Limited
Funding
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

$32,150
$48,200
$36,750
$55,100
$41,350
$62,000
$45,900
$68,900
$49,600
$74,400
$53,250
$79,900
$56,950
$85,400
$60,600
$90,900
Household median income is
calculated by adding all sources of
income from all residents living in

the home, related or not. Income
includes, but is not limited to: Social Security, child support, alimony, public assistance, pensions,
salaries & from any income producing asset.
Purchase assistance loans assist
the first-time homebuyer with closing
costs and down payment associated
with the purchase of a home. Homebuyer assistance loans are offered at
0 percent interest. Monthly payments
are amortized over 240 months; after
10 years the remaining balance of the
loan is forgiven if payments are made
in a timely manner. (New or existing
single family residential homes, condominiums, town-homes or cooperative
living unites, purchase price not exceeding $129,000 existing; $195,000
new construction)
Educational
requirements:
Home Buyer Education is a benefit and
a condition of receiving down payment
and closing cost assistance. A first-time
home buyer is required to attend an
eight hour city approved homeownership class that will provide important
information necessary to make informed decisions during the process of
buying and managing a home. Neighborhood Home Solutions (NHS) is a
HUD approved housing counseling
agency that offers the City of St. Petersburg approved Home Buyer Education
workshop. All NHS classes and workshops are provided free of charge. The
next FREE workshop is offered on
Sat., Dec. 13. You may register online
www.nhsfl.org or by calling 727-8216897.
NHS is a 501 (c) (3) HUD approved nonprofit housing counseling organization. Services are provided free of
charge. Partners include the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), HomeFree USA,
Florida Hardest-Hit Fund, Pinellas
County Community Development, and
the City of St. Petersburg. The source for
this article was the City of St. Petersburg
Housing & Community Development.

Phillip Boone hits the mark in luxury auto sales
From CAR, page 1

high end,” he stated. “If
someone is looking for
something I need to
know.”
Boone grew up in the
Panhandle town of Vernon where his mother
Ruthie Mae Boone still
resides. After graduating
from Florida A&M University he relocated to
the Tampa Bay area and
began his sales career in
major retail stores.
He then joined the
ranks of the auto industry
and has become one of its
top producers through
the years. He has been a
sales rep at BMW and
Mercedes of Palm Harbor, Lokey Mercedes in
Clearwater and now at
Crown.
During his sales career he was the number
one sales person for 14
years at the BMW dealership in Palm harbor and
was also one of the recipients of a nationwide contest by BMW.
The
company awarded the top
35 sales representatives
throughout the United
States with a two-year
free lease on a BMW
750LI. At the Clearwater
dealership he was the top

salesman for two years.
Boone likes the perks
of the business but also
feels it suits him because
he is a people person. “I
like meeting people and
I’m a people oriented person,” he said. “It also
gives me an opportunity
to meet different professionals.”
He is saddened when
he cannot get that applicant’s credit report approved for purchase.
Boone feels that part of
the sales advisor role is to
educate the consumer
about their beacon or
credit score.
“Stay away from sales
people and go to a professional,” he advised. “Payments must be made on
time,”
Boone
said.
“Grace periods don’t
count and they don’t tell
you that.” He also said
that on your down payment every $1,000 down
reduces your monthly
payment by about $20,
and on a lease there is a
$30 per month reduction
per $1,000. He feels that
the car industry is a
major indicator of the
economy in general. “If
people aren’t buying you

can’t jump start the economy.”
Boone loves the freedom of being in sales.
“It’s not a routine day,
it’s always changing,” he
said. “You are your own
boss and you’re working
for yourself.”
Refusing to be handcuffed and shackled by
corporate America telling
him how much he can
earn or how much he is
worth, he feels that he’s
been blessed. “Mr. and
Mrs. Consumer have supported me and continue to
support me,” he averred.
So if you’re looking
for a new vehicle, don’t
eliminate Mercedes-Benz
from your list. Christmas
is right around the corner
and Mercedes has a 2014
CLA250 four door that
starts under $30,000.
This may not have all the
bells and whistles of say a
Benz twice its sticker
price, but safety is standard with the Benz name
and upgrades can always
be added to this entrylevel luxury sedan.
You can get an idea of
what they have in stock by
viewing their website at
www.crowneurocars.com.

Chronic diseases disproportionately
affect minorities and low-income communities. While many factors, such as economic, social, environmental and genetic
aspects contribute to health disparities;
we aren’t doing enough to fully understand the connections between the environment and disease.
African Americans
In general, African Americans have
more undetected diseases, higher rates
of disease and illness, more chronic conditions and shorter life expectancies than
white Americans.
Asthma
African-American children are five
times more likely to die from asthma
than white American children.
African Americans have the highest
asthma attack rates of all ethnic groups
and are three times more likely than
whites to be hospitalized for asthma.
Cancer
Next to heart disease, cancer is the
leading cause of death among African
Americans.
Blacks are more likely to get cancer
and to die from the disease than other
racial and ethnic groups.
Compared to white men, black men
are 1.5 times more likely to develop
prostate cancer and two to three times
more likely to die of the disease.
Diabetes
The prevalence of diabetes is 70 percent higher among African Americans as
compared to white Americans.
Lead Poisoning
Black children are five times more
likely than white children to have lead
poisoning. Low-level exposures to lead
are associated with lowered IQ, learning
disabilities, and behavioral problems.
One in seven black children living in
older housing has elevated blood-lead
levels.
Lupus
Lupus affects black women three
times more than white women.
Black women with lupus are more
likely to have kidney problems than
white women with lupus.
The death rate among black women
with lupus rose by 70 percent from 1979
to 1998.
Sarcoidosis
African Americans are eight times
more likely than white Americans to be
struck by sarcoidosis, a chronic disease
that interferes with the functioning of
vital organs, especially the lungs.
The death rate from sarcoidosis is 1517 times higher for African Americans
than for whites.
Hispanics/Latinos
Cancer
Hispanics born in the U.S. have
higher cancer risks than their foreignborn Hispanic neighbors who live in the
same neighborhood.

Asthma
Mainland Puerto Ricans, for unknown reasons, have a higher rate of
asthma compared with other Hispanic
groups. The occurrence of childhood
asthma is three times as high in Puerto
Rican children compared with non-Hispanic white children.
In addition to having higher asthma
prevalence rates, Puerto Ricans also have
higher asthma death rates compared
with other Hispanic groups as well as
whites and non-Hispanic blacks. According to a recent study in the American
Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care
Medicine, Puerto Ricans had an age-adjusted annual asthma death rate of 40.9
per million, followed by Cuban-Americans (15.8 per million), and MexicanAmericans (9.2 per million). The rate of
non-Hispanic whites was 14.7 per million,
and non-Hispanic blacks, 38.1 per million.
Diabetes
Diabetes affects more than 1.2 million Hispanics/Latin Americans.
It is twice as common among Hispanics as whites.
Among Hispanics, diabetes has increased by almost 40 percent over the
past 10 years.
Diabetes rates vary among different
Hispanic groups.
Overall, one in five Hispanic adults
over 45 is diabetic.
Among Mexican Americans and
Puerto Ricans over 45, one in four is diabetic.
Among Cuban Americans over 45,
one in six is diabetic.
A nationwide health-tracking network is an essential step toward disease prevention
Chronic diseases are the number one
killer of Americans, accounting for seven
out of 10 deaths each year. While we
know that the number of Americans suffering from many chronic illnesses has
risen, we do not have enough information to know why.
Tracking where and when these diseases occur and their possible links to environmental factors is the first step to
preventing future illnesses. A nationwide
health tracking network to track chronic
diseases and associated environmental
factors would help provide communities
and health officials with the information
they need to help prevent these deadly
diseases.
Congress has made a down payment
on this network, providing $17.5 million
in fiscal year 2002 for state-level pilot programs. A nationwide network would cost
$275 million a year – less than one dollar
per American, and substantially less than
the $325 billion that chronic diseases cost
our society each year. Preventing disease
starts with better health information. A
nationwide health-tracking network is
common sense, cost-effective and long
overdue.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2015 MLK Day of Service

120th Anniversary of
Bethel AME

From SERVICE, page 1

lined,” Jones said. “I believe
there were 94 applicants
and we awarded 54 projects.”
Projects include such
categories as economic opportunity, education, environmental,
health,
neighborhood and public
safety. Jones said that some
of the hands on projects involve revitalization and
beautification projects, restocking of pantries as well
as projects that are helping
the homeless and veterans.
“We have quite a
few organizations
that have been
par tnering
with us from
the beginning,”
she said, citing the
beauty salon, Hair By
Ahsile, for one. “They
have been providing free
grooming services for
homeless and veterans.
They have pretty big
turnouts at their events.”
There are also sororities and fraternities that
have been involved since
the Day of Service inception and will participate this
year: Delta Sigma Theta,
which has participated in
restocking food pantries
and
organizing
book
drives; Alpha Kappa Alpha,
whose recent projects have
included beautifying some
of the preschool playgrounds in the area and
running workshops with
young women and Omega
Psi Phi fraternity distributed care packages with
food and personal needs
items to the community
residents in the Wildwood
area.
The Knights of Knowledge Chess Club, which offers
chess
programs
targeted at young people,
will again be involved in
this year’s Day of Service.
“They’ve been teaching
the youths how the strategies that you learn in chess
can be applied to daily life,”
Jones explained. In addition to their chess camp,
this year they have a second project where they’re
creating a community garden for the James B.
Sanderlin Neighborhood
Family Center.
“It’s also going to fea-

The McCabe United Methodist community
garden from last year’s Day of Service.
ture a life-sized
chess board that the
community center will
be able to use for different
programs,” Jones said.
The MLK Day of Service committee is recruiting
high school students to
pitch in and participate in
the various projects, as a select number of “Youth Ambassadors”
will
have
until Dec. 1 to sign up. She
said that the committee
wants to partner these
youths with some of the organizations that are funded
so they can work directly
with a particular project
from the planning stages to
completion. She added that
it will give the young people valuable organization
and planning experience.
“We’ll do a match
process,” Jones explained,
“so we’ll ask the students
what their interest or skill
sets are, and then we’ll
match them with the organization that has the same
needs.”
Another innovation of
this year is that last year’s
Signature Award has
turned into the Signature
Program, Jones said.
“We actually created a
Signature Program,” she
said, “which is going to be
held Jan. 11 and 12 at the
Palladium. It’s a production
that’s going to be presented
by Studio@620 and two
other individuals that are
managing the production,
September Penn and Ivan
Penn. They’re presenting
our Signature Program as a
kick off for the MLK Day of

Service week.”
Jones said that the Civil
Rights Movement in song
is the theme of the production.
On the actual holiday itself, Jones admitted that
the parade is a huge event
for the city of St. Pete, and
many will likely want to witness the pageantry of the
inventive floats, colorful
costumes and uplifting
music on during the festive
event. But the object of the
committee is to provide the
opportunity for people to
help out any way they can.
“All we’re doing is giving people other options
and things to do on Martin
Luther King Day,” she
said. “We encourage people
to participate in as many
things as they want to, and
a lot of our projects are not
just being held in the daytime,
they’re
spread
throughout the day.”
Jones added that the
dates, times and locations
of the different projects will
eventually
be
posted
on www.spcollege.edu/ML
KService/ and hopes that
volunteers from the community will be enthusiastic
about helping with some of
the programs and initiatives.
“We’re trying to get a
large number of community engaged in the service
projects,” she attested. “I
believe last year we had
about two or three thousand, so we want to meet or
exceed that number this
year.”

ST. PETERSBURG —
Many came Sun., Nov. 17,
from far and near to pack
the house of Bethel
African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church to celebrate and commemorate
the 120th anniversary of
this Zion.
Bethel AME, a designated historic site, was established in the month of
November in the year of
1894. Since its founding,
Bethel has experienced
the growing stages of
three buildings on the
land, located at 912 3rd
Ave. N., with 30 pastors
contributing to its development. The Rev. Kenneth
Irby is the newest pastor
and along with wife Karen
answered the call to come
to Bethel at the most recent annual conference of
the AME 11th Episcopal
District.
“Without the loss of
one Sunday service we
continued to provide service to this community,”
member Willie Felton
shared as he reflected on
history of Bethel. “It was
common people who
brought one and two
bricks at a time to build
our church. It’s great that
all of you would come and
be with us to praise God
with you.”
Three local chapters of
the Links, Incorporated attended the morning worship service including the
St. Petersburg, Tampa and
Sarasota chapters. The
Links,
Incorporated,
founded in 1946, is one of
the oldest and largest volunteer service organizations of women who are
committed to enriching,
sustaining and ensuring
the culture and economic
survival of African Americans and other persons of
African ancestry.
A few men escorted
the women who mostly appeared adorned in full regalia of white suits of
dresses, skirts and pants
with assorted designer
hats to match.
The speaker for the
morning service was retired Bishop and college

Floyd Harold Flake

Rev. Kenneth Irby

president John Hurst
Adams. His history includes a seminary student
assigned to the pastorate
of Bethel A.M.E. Church
in Lynn, Mass., and
served on the seminaryteaching faculty at Payne
Theological
Seminary,
Wilberforce University in
Ohio.
In 1956, Adams was selected to serve as president of Paul Quinn
College in Waco, Texas,
and in 1972 Adams was selected as the 87th Bishop
of the African Methodist
Episcopal Church. At the
time of his retirement in
2005, he had served as
Bishop of five separate
Episcopal Districts to include his home district of
South Carolina from 1992
to 2000.
Adams was Senior
Bishop of the A.M.E.
Church from 1988 until
his retirement. He is the
husband of Dr. Dolly Deselle Adams of New Orleans, La. They have three
adult children and eight
grandchildren.
Adams is recovering
from throat surgery that
was performed in October
of this year, and urged attendees to live, worship
and work worthy of your
history. He suggested
three ways to do so: to
love God with all your
heart; to serve the people
and to get a good attitude
and everything else will
fall in place.
At the evening service

speaker Floyd Harold
Flake brought the message that everyone is
given an assignment and
they should keep working
until their assignment is
complete.
“The scripture says
that God gives you an assignment even before you
were born,” Flake said.
“Take the assignment seriously and use the anointing to make things happen
in your life. Age doesn’t
matter we all have a moral
obligation and responsibility to help the people of
God. Be the prophet that
makes a difference in the
land. Change the way you
think and preach.”
Flake is the senior pastor of the 23,000 member
Greater Allen African
Methodist
Episcopal
Cathedral in Jamaica,
Queens, New York, and
former
president
of
Wilberforce University.
He is a former member of
the United States House of
Representatives, serving
from 1986 to 1997.
In 1976, he was asked
to head the Allen African
Methodist
Episcopal
Church (now The Greater
Allen Cathedral of New
York). Under Flake’s leadership, the church grew
from having about 1,400
members to over 23,000
parishioners. Flake is married to Margaret Elaine
McCollins and has four
children.
Happy
Anniversary
Bethel AME!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Listening forum focuses on parent and school communication
From FORUM, page 1

schools focused on were
Campbell Park, Melrose,
Lakewood, Fairmount Park
and Maximo. The intent of
the meeting was to find
ways to revamp some of the
ways PCS can make families feel more at home and
an active part of the school
system.
“I want us all to see how
we can individually and collectively advance through
discussion,” said Grego
who believes trust is the
building block of each relationship. “Let us never be
divided.”
District 7 School Board
Member Renee Flowers
emphasized that all the tar-

get schools fell within her
borders and spoke of the
obligation of the community to discuss what is
being expressed at the Parent Support for Education
Council (PSFEC) meetings
with residents who may not
be able to attend.
“They are missing a real
opportunity for change,”
Flowers said. She feels the
only way that change can
occur is through the entire
community coming together. Flowers suggested
those who can make it to
the conferences seek out
those who can’t and relay
the information. “Education is the new currency, it

is the paycheck,” said Flowers. “So we’re here today to
make sure our kids get
paid.”
The guest speaker of
the evening was Dr. Karen
Mapp, a senior lecturer on
education at the Harvard
Graduate School of Education. She is also the faculty
director of the Education
Policy and Management
master’s program.
Mapp has been conducting research on family
engagement for some 20
years and specializes in cultivating
partnerships
among families, community members and educators in support of student

achievement and school
improvement.
Admittedly she shared
that the verbiage even she
used to use has got to
change. The common
phrase “parental involvement” is a thing of the past.
Family engagement is the
new buzzword as it incorporates extended family
members who may have a
vested interest.
are
folks:
“There
grandma, grandpa, auntie,
uncle, who make a difference when it comes to raising our children,” said
Mapp who is redefining
family as anyone that is engaged in fully supporting a

child’s learning and development. She believes engagement
means
a
partnership and that means
a new way of thinking for
both educators and members of the community.
“This is the beginning of a
journey, a conversation
about doing right for our
children.”
Mapp wrote a book entitled “Beyond the Bake
Sale: The Essential Guide
to Family-School Partnerships,” in which she discusses how to promote
effective
partnerships.
Each of the five schools in
attendance received a copy
and a brief rating system of

Your
Family
Vision
Center

involvement in schools was
conducted with audience
members.
Parents, educators, and
community
members
turned and talked about
where their school fell on
the rubric, which ranged
from one as being below
basic, to four which focused on real partnerships
between families and the
school.
Ones were labeled as
fortress schools. Schools
where school personnel believe they have tried everything but the parents just
don’t care about their
FORUM,
continued on page 5

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

DC EYE
ASSOCIATES
Dr. Deborah C.
Flanagan

Optometric Physician

• Comprehensive Eye
Examinations
• Children’s Vision Care
• Contact Lens Specialist
• Eye Disease Management
• Medical Consults for Laser
Refractive and Cataract Surgery

Students
Professionals
Adults
Athletes

MEDICARE AND
MOST VISION PLANS ACCEPTED

Conveniently Located
4940 Central Avenue

727-321-6600 x1

REFERRAL LINE: 1.888.920.8761

SuPPORT SERvICES

Kinship Services Network provides relative caregivers with a
whole new world of support.
Families receive a thorough in-home assessment to determine family
support needs.
The Family Support Coordinator works with the family to link to the
services they need such as:
• Public Benefits Application Assistance
• Counseling / Therapy
• legal Services
• Access to Medical Care
• Mentoring
• Respite Assistance
• Academic Tutoring / Support
• Social / Recreational Activities
• neighborhood Support
• Transportation
• vocational Support
• Substance Abuse Treatment

REfERRAl TO KInShIP SERvICES nETwORK
WHO?

Any Relative Caregiver may participate in
the program. A Relative Caregiver may be a
grandparent, aunt or uncle, sibling, or even a
cousin - any relative caring full-time for a child.

HOW?

THE REFERRAL PROCESS IS SIMPLE. Call the
Kinship Services Intake Line at 1.888.920.8761

WHAT THEN?

A Family Support Coordinator will contact the
Relative Caregiver and coordinate the needed
support and services with the family. In-home
services available.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
From FORUM, page 4

child’s
education.
A
fortress school may also
be conceived as a school
where parents are not welcome at all and feel unwanted when they enter
the front office.
Number two, according to the Mapp’s rubric,
are the come if we call
schools. These schools
tend to operate on the
mantra of “don’t call us,
we’ll call you.” They typically encourage engagement to attend open house
and plan workshops that
they feel are needed for
the parent instead of asking parents what they
want information on.
A three on the rubric
would entail a school having an open door policy.
They conduct conferences
that involve parents,
teachers and students. “A
much better way to have
dialogue because now the
child’s involved,” said
Mapp who also stated a
three rated school as having committees that consists
of
community
members, parents and
staff who collaborate together to plan activities for
the school year.
The
discussions
around the room fell
mostly on labeling their
schools as twos or threes,
which Mapp views as adequate.
“Families need more of
a role,” said Mapp who
over the years has noticed
everything seems to be
created and conducted at
the school level. She used
to lecture on the need to
treat families as clients to
be catered to. Her viewpoint now is much different.
She now lectures on
the importance of realizing families are the co-creators and co-producers of
excellent schools. Educators can’t do it alone. “The
job is too hard,” she said.
“We are in this together.”
Statistics are powerful
and Mapp disclosed one
that put it into perspective.
Although children spend
around six hours at
school, five days a week, it
amounts to roughly only
17 percent of their cumulative time in a year. The

other 83 percent is spent
at home or in the community.
“If we’re not partnering and we’re not together, our children aren’t
going to grow up and be
the best that they can be,”
said Mapp.
Breakout
sessions
amongst the five individual schools were conducted where families and
community
members
could speak out on their
concerns and challenges
while brainstorming solutions.
Superintendent
Grego popped into the
Campbell Park session,
which was facilitated by
Pamela Moore, the associate superintendent of
Teaching and Learning.
Pastor Martin Rainey was
also there to help jot down
the areas of concern,
along with Campbell Park
Principal Robert Ovalle.
Guiding
questions
were asked to help open
communication lines in
areas such as school climate, academics and curriculum,
cultural
sensitivity and overall family engagement.
Those in the room
were encouraged to provide feedback on the ease
of obtaining information
from the school. One parent admitted not attempting to reach out to the
school, but feeling as if it
was teachers and staff
making the decisions.
Others cited too early
meeting times suggesting
workshops be presented
more toward 6 p.m. to enable more parents to fit it
into their work schedule.

Dr. Karen Mapp
Still others suggested conference calls where up to
50 people could be on the
line at one time and participate in the meetings as if
they were there, citing
child care and transportation issues as a barrier to
attending.
When probed as to
what wasn’t working well
to engage families some
key issues were too little
notice of events and some
parents suggested printing and posting a monthly
newsletter that lists various events at the school
ahead of time so that families could plan better.
One gentleman put it
all on the line letting
school officials know that
some families are still
working to get themselves
together or have multiple
children in different
grades and schools.
“It’s hard for them to

get involved with what is
happening at the school,”
he said.
By the closing of the
conference it was apparent that there is a lot of
work to still be done. Although one solution won’t
fit all, school officials and
the community are working toward more collaboration and families having
an increased voice in making their child’s school
and the education they receive be the best that it
can be.
Each of these schools
have a PTA or SAC average of one to five parents
per school and PSFEC
proposes a series of no
less than three listening
forums be held in the
communities where each
of the low performing
schools are located to help
promote more family engagement.

ASALH of Tampa Bay Association for the
Study of African American Life and History
and Hillsborough County Branch NAACP

Invite you to a luncheon
“Valuing Our African American
Veterans: A Tribute”
November 30, 2014, 1:30 p.m.
Rusty Pelican,
2425 N. Rocky Point Dr., Tampa
Tickets are available through either the NAACP,
308 E Martin Luther King Jr Blvd., Tampa;
tickets online at www.hillsboroughnaacp.org.
Make checks out to Hillsborough County
Branch NAACP or From ASALH of Tampa Bay
at 813-658-8854 to order tickets. Make checks
out to ASALH of Tampa Bay; mail them to
ASALH: P.O. Box 11696, Tampa, FL 33680.
Tickets will be mailed.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Angie The Dream Weaver
at Next Level Grooming
1626 49th Street South
St. Petersburg
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
727-320-2765
Relaxers • Blowouts • Color
Cutz • Highlight • Updo’s • Dreads
$50 Sew-Ins
Closed Sundays




   





  

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Our office services Sarasota, St. Petersburg, and
the Tampa Bay Area. Call 727-543-6798
for a free consultation. Visit arobinsonlawfirm.com
• Child Custody
• Child Support
• Marital Agreements
• Divorce
• Wrongful Termination

• Employment Discrimination
• Workplace Retaliation
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
• Chapter 13 Bankruptcy
• Small Claims



 

 


 




Robinson Law would like to be your first
contact when you have a legal question or need
to request immediate assistance from the court.

Great American
Natural Products
4121 16th St. N., St. Petersburg
greatamerican.biz
A free gift with
or (727) 521-4372.
the purchase of

$20 or more.
Exp. 12/11/14

Mon.-Fri. 10-6 p.m., Sat. 10-5 p.m.
and closed on Sundays.




Celebrating 48 years in business!

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Your Southside Lawyer feeds the community
From FESTIVAL, page 1

wall, bounce houses, a mechanical bull, a petting zoo
and even bungee jumping.
Musical acts put the
crowd in a dancing mood,
and featured recording
artist Rome as the headliner. Initially with the RCA
label and now with Suthun
Music
Entertainment,
Rome scored a hit with his
single “I Belong To You
(Every Time I See Your
Face),” which climbed to
number two on the R & B
charts.
Free food was also available, including hot dogs,
potato chips and refreshing
drinks. The entire bill was
footed—musicians, turkeys
and all—by St. Pete attorney James Flynn, Your
Southside Lawyer.
“It’s his way of giving

back to the community,”
Copeland said of Flynn. In
conjunction with Copeland,
who is the executive director of the Pinellas County
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC),
Flynn also kicked off his
free rides for seniors program, which offers transportation to the elderly of
St. Pete five days a week.
“This fall festival was a
milestone to show us how
far we came from last year,”
Copeland said. “I cannot
give James Flynn enough
credit with what he has accomplished with the festival. He is from Savannah,
Ga., and he has taken on
this city as his home. He
has definitely been an icon
in our city and shown that
you don’t have to be an

elected official to make
things happen in our community.”
Though only in its second year, the festival is
steadily growing and has
even garnered attention from
such stars as comedian Steve
Harvey, who donated 100
turkeys himself, Copeland
said. With his sights already set on next year’s festival, Copeland promises it will
be even better.
“I put a committee together to start planning for
a turkey giveaway for next
year,” he said, “because
next year we’re not going to
give away 1,000 turkeys,
we’re going to give away at
least 1,500 turkeys!”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Inaugural Veterans Appreciation Event A season of thanks
BY DEXTER MCCREE
BY MARCY PALMERI
Staff Writer

CLEARWATER
—
The room was filled with
veterans that spanned
generations and all walks
of life as the Clear water
Neighborhood Housing
Ser vices (CNHS) celebrated its Inaugural Veterans Appreciation Event
Fri., Nov. 14.
The ceremonious dinner was held at the North
Greenwood Recreation &
Aquatic Center at 900 N.
Martin Luther King Jr.
Avenue in Clearwater.
Isay M. Gulley, president and chief executive
officer of the housing
service was instrumental
in coordinating the gala
affair, with the help of the
event committee and numerous volunteers.
The blue and white
gym accented with sprays
of red roses along with
striped
statesmanlike
table scheme was the appropriate décor to set off
the patriotic festivities.
The military’s musical
roll call commenced as
each of the U.S. Armed
Forces rose to recognition upon hearing the
harmonious anthem associated with their branch.
As the music played,
cheers filled the room, as
did emotion and a sense
of pride and accomplishment not only for those
who ser ved but also for
Americans as a whole.
All five branches of
the militar y were represented and accounted for:

U.S. Coast Guard, U.S.
Air Force, U.S. Navy, U.S.
Marine Corps and the
U.S. Army.
Following the red carpet leading into the ceremony set the tone for the
night. Pearl Johnson, first
vice chairman, read letters of expression and appreciation by various
dignitaries who had outlined their gratitude for
the dedication of the veterans.
Robert Landis, chairman of the NCHS Board,
identified many officials
and declared his thanks
to an eager audience.
The city honor guards
who presented colors for
the event were dressed to
impress and stepped in
sync with great pride and
accuracy, followed by the
CNHS board members
honoring volunteers.
Later in the ceremony,
Patty Campbell of CNHS,
recited a letter that was
written to the veterans by
President Barack Obama
on Oct. 15.
The letter thanked the
brave men and women
who have protected our
freedom and preser ved
our way of life with unwavering devotion and
courage for more than
two centuries. The president said our ser vice
members remind us of
the true meaning of patriotism.
Bill Horne, Clear water’s City Manager spoke
of his successes as it directly pertains to those
who have ser ved, of a

Staff Writer

Once again we have entered the holiday season where many express their gratitude
for one another. In speaking with a few people from the community, they were asked to
express what Thanksgiving means to them. Here are the responses.

legacy of experience
paving the way for us to
travel in new freedoms
and how important it is
for Americans to live up
to their dreams.
Teresa Conte, secretar y of the Board of Directors
for
CNHS,
revealed that the board
invested a large amount
of money into the community with the intent to
execute a change and
they will continue to assist the public with their
plans to expand ser vices
and resources within
their community.
The hosts ended the
evening by encouraging
the crowd to spend time
networking with each
other.
Before closing Conte
said, “Our goal is to
honor
the
veterans
through different programs that will empower
them to be productive
and successful in our
community and to display
our appreciation.”
Par tner/sponsor:
Kevin Downes, Third
Federal Savings & Loan
and Teresa Conte.

Rob Williams, Sr. Energy
Efficiency Spec.

Pearl Daniels,
retired

Leonard Falana,
retired Fireman

“I’m thankful for what
God has done for me
through the years. Also,
it allows me to give
back to those that are
less fortunate.”

“I’m thankful to be
around family and
friends. I just thank
God to see another
day of his grace
and mercy.”

“Thanks! I’m thankful to
have a Thanksgiving. I still
have my mom who is 97
years old. I have good
people in my life. I’m truly
thankful for life.”

Antonia Williams,
Salvation Army worker

Keishonda Baity,
college student

Martez Young,
sales associate

“Thanksgiving is about
helping people who
really need help. I love
giving back. It makes
me feel good to help
people and it’s a
blessing to me.”

“I love seeing my family
on Thanksgiving. I work
two jobs so for the
holiday, I don’t have to
work. I can spend time
with family.”

“For Thanksgiving,
I’m looking forward
to a gathering
with the family and
mac and cheese.
Period!”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Bridging the gap between community and law enforcement
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Formulating a relationship
of trust and clearer understanding between the community
and
law
enforcement was the purpose of the community
forum held Sun., Nov 23 at
the freeFall Theater on
Central Avenue.
The forum, which was
being taped as a television
pilot for the radio show
“Waking Up with Edie Darling,” featured St. Petersburg Police Chief Anthony
Thomas Holloway, Chief
Justice Thomas McGrady
of the Sixth Judicial Circuit
of Florida and local community activist Momma Tee
Lassiter. Darling was the
moderator.
“My hope is that the police department and com-

munity can come together
as one to understand issues
on why our young men and
young women are getting
arrested,” said Holloway.
The chief stated that solving the problem begins at
the most obvious level with
unquestionable impact.
“I think it has to get
back down to when you
were growing up. What
were we doing in our
homes for our kids to not
get arrested; what are we
doing in our homes to get
our kids back on track because that’s where it starts
– in the home.”
Holloway said that one
new
program
being
adopted by police in local
communities is Park, Walk,
and Talk. “Our officers are
going to get out of their vehicles and reintroduce
themselves back into the
community,” he said.

The goal of the program
is to establish communications with citizens and develop a rapport that results
in less arrests and more
constructive dialogue. The
chief stated that the last
thing he wants is for police
to show up only for arresting citizens. He would
much prefer and to achieve
a level of cooperation
where law enforcement is a
helping hand to the community.
“I grew up in St. Petersburg, went to school here
and we have the same concerns for the entire community,” said Chief Justice
McGrady. He agreed with
Holloway on the important
role family plays in the lives
of young people and their
future. He pointed out that
once a situation reaches
the court level, it is imperative of the courts to not

The Law Offices of K. V. Rubin, PA
Attorney Karmika V. Rubin
NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS FOR
FORECLOSURE AND FAMILY LAW CASES.
Call 727 512-8261 or
Email info@Rubinslaw.com
today for a consultation!
You DON’T Have to Fight Alone.
Serving Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco and Hernando Counties.
The hiring of an attorney is a serious decision and should not be based solely on advertisement alone.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

only look out for the rights
of the defendant but also
for the rights of the victim.
McGrady feels that a
major contributor to criminal behavior is some form
of substance abuse or alcohol.
“Probably 80 percent of
all crimes are either directly or indirectly related
to substance abuse including alcohol,” said McGrady
who makes constructive
use of his position to try to
combat the lethal one – two
punch of substance abuse
and criminal behavior.
“I try to work closely
with law enforcement, with
the State Attorney’s Office,
with the Public Defendant’s
Office and others to develop programs that will address those issues,” he
said.
McGrady shared with
the live studio audience the

purpose of Safe Harbor, one
of the programs that he
helped developed.
“To get counseling…job
counseling, abuse matters,
mental health counseling.
Safe Harbor is a place
where law enforcement can
take someone who is arrested for intoxication that
otherwise might be homeless. They can have a place
to sleep, a meal to eat and
the services that can be
provided for them.”
According to McGrady,
the 450-bed facility is a
great benefit for giving substance abusers a temporary
place to stay instead of on
the streets. McGrady emphasized the need for more
substance abuse and mental treatment centers.
Community
activist
Theresa “Momma Tee”
Lassiter spoke about one of
the major problems that

need to be resolved at the
community level. “We need
to take a time out on this
black on black crime,” she
said.
She also echoed Holloway’s belief that the family is the first line of defense
for channeling our youth in
the right direction. Lassiter
also underscored the significant role of the church in
embracing youth, teaching
spiritual values and providing a safe-haven of activities
that prepare them for the
future.
Overall, she shared her
strong desire to work with
any agency that can contribute to ensuring better
relations evolve between
the community and law enforcement,
The community forum
culminated with questions
from the audience.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Sylvia “Gbaby” Cohen in town
ST. PETERSBURG –
Where is the place to be
this Black Friday? At Gallerie 909, of course. After
fighting your way through
the mad rush of bargain
hunters, come spend a relaxing evening enjoying
food, live music and the art
of Sylvia “Gbaby” Cohen.
Owner Carla Bristol is
happy to announce that
Gallerie 909, which just
opened in April, was recently chosen during the
Tampa Bay Business Journal
Reader’s
Choice
Awards as one of Tampa
Bay’s top three galleries;
the other two award winners were The Dali Museum
and
Chihuly
Collection.
And if you visit Bristol
and her gallery, you will
see why she is ranked
among some of the most
tourist destinations in the
country. No wonder she
has no problems attracting
artist from all around the
country such as famed watercolorist Marian Howard
who will pay a visit to Gallerie 909 next month and
Gbaby™ who will make this

Friday an evening to remember.
With a powerful individuality all her own, artist
Sylvia “Gbaby” Cohen,
founder of Gbaby™, uses
her art to inspire women of
color to discover what
makes them unique and
embrace it with enthusiastic confidence. From largescale portraits to her
signature Gbaby™ handbags, she paints bold, powerful images of women on
any medium she can get
her hands on.
Gbaby™ took root in the
early 90s when Cohen’s
teenage daughter, Giovonnie Samuels, who was an
actress on Nickelodeon’s
“All That,” was looking for
a handbag to wear to an
awards ceremony. During
their search, the motherdaughter duo discovered a
void in the fashion industry; there were no handbags or t-shirts that
reflected images of beautiful black women.
Cohen’s creative spirit
took hold and in the spring
of 1999, she painted her
first Gbaby™ handbag. It

gained instant popularity
with the mothers and kids
on set and within no time
she was spending all her
time as “set mom” painting
handbags and shirts.
Finally being able to express themselves with images of women who looked
like them, women of color
everywhere
embraced
Gbaby™. She imagined no
two women alike, but
painted them all in her signature style: powerful, soulful and most of all
inspirational.
Cohen has celebrated a
career that has taken her

around the country to various festivals, including the
Essence Music Festival, National Black Arts, Chicago
Music and Art, and Pan
African Film Festivals.
She was a featured
artist alongside the legendary artist Charlie
Bibbs, published two calendars with Shades of Color
(in 2006 and 2011), and just
recently created the logo
for the BET’s, “Black Girls
Rock.” The message and
beauty of her paintings resonate with both men and
women, and even a few
celebrity clients.

Now living in Atlanta,
Cohen plans to spread the
Gbaby™ influence around
the south to remind women
everywhere to be proud of
who they are and how they
look. She continues to create her art and Gbaby™
handbags in her East Point
studio.
So stop by Gallerie 909,

located at 909 22nd St. S.,
from 6 - 11 p.m. to meet
Gbaby™ and enjoy the rest
of your Black Friday. And
don’t forget to mark your
calendars for sculptor,
painter and collagist Frank
Frazier, who will be in town
Dec. 7 only. Read more
about his work in next
week’s edition.

Reader’s Choice Books & Gift Expressions 17th Anniversary Celebration
READER’S C HOICE BOOKS & G IFTS EXPRESSIONS (TAMPA BAY’S ONLY BLACK OWNED BOOKSTORE)
4341 34TH STREET SOUTH (ACROSS FROM WENDY’S) IN ST. PETE
Tangela Murph Bailey will be celebrating 17 years as a business owner serving the community. Come out Sat., Nov. 29 from 1-5 p.m.
EVERYONE IS INVITED TO ATTEND THIS MOMENTOUS CELEBRATION!

Meet and Greet Renowned Artist and Creative Designer Sylvia “Gbaby” Cohen from Atlanta.
Call Tangela at 727-867-3696 for additional information
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family










  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   





 
  

 

 
  



 





 

Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

“Learn How To Love
Our City Into The
Kingdom Of God”

Beginning Sunday, Sept. 14 at 6 p.m.
Rev. Sarah Edwards will be teaching a 13-week Certified
Servant Leadership Course for Clergy, Lay Ministers and
Christians of all ages who desire to serve their
neighborhood and city for the glory of God. Synopsis:
Whereas God’s methods are many, His principles are few.
You will be taught how to love our city into the Kingdom
of God by embracing your true value in Christ.
Glad Tidings Assembly Of God Church • Randy Helms, Pastor
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 FMI: 727.323.5017




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





 
 
 



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.








 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 


 
     
  
  





Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

   

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015





  


THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, the Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Official Family and the entire
Church Family extend a cordial invitation to our entire
community to join “THE
SHIP” in fellowship at our
7:45 a.m. or the 10:45 a.m.
worship service, and Sunday
Church School at 9:30 a.m.
Come join us as we take this
Christian journey for it is Our
Mission as a Church Family
of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved
and teaching the saved to
serve by demonstrating the
Love of Christ.
On behalf of our Pastor,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., First
Lady Sister Teresa L. Evans,
Official Family and the entire
Church Family, WE want to
wish each and everyone a
wonderful Thanksgiving Day
and weekend. Remember
Rooted Love, let the roots of
God’s Love in your life be entwined with others who need
your support. Be a Blessing
and God will Bless You, It’s

just NICE to be NICE.
Weekly Bible Studies and
other Church activities:
Wednesday, Noon Day (12:00
pm) and Prayer and Bible
Study (7 p.m.) and AWANA
Youth Enrichment program,
something special for every
child, learning about God
while having fun. The Bread of
Life Ministry continues providing a needed service to our
Senior and Disabled members, want to volunteer? Please
see Sister Lorriane Rogers for
further information.
The
Clothing Pantry is opened
every 2nd and 4th Thursday of
the month, from 9 a.m. to
noon. Continue to Pray for our
Sick,
Shut-in,
Children,
Men/Women in Uniform, and
Bereaved Families.
Month of November:
Nov. 26 – 7 p.m. – Young
Adult Bible Study.
Nov. 27 – 1 - 3 p.m. – ROSA
JACKSON’S 3RD GENERATION ANNUAL THANKSGIVING
DINNER
IN
LOVING MEMORY OF
ROSA JACKSON AND DARRYL JONES, SR. CAMPBELL

PARK NEIGHBORHOOD,
601 14th St. S., St. Petersburg, FL. For the Handicapped, Elderly, Lonely and
Anyone that’s in Need of Dinner, and fellowship one with
another in Memory. CONTACT ELOISE JONES AT
(727) 327-7496.
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 and PRESS 2
Thought for the Week:
YOU
CAN’T
EXPECT
SOMETHING DIFFERENT,
IF YOU ARE DOING THE
SAME OLD THING.
Don’t let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship
Missionary
Baptist Church, 3300 31st St. S.,
St. Petersburg, 33712. Church
Office: (727) 906-8300. Visit
Friendship’s Website: www.fmbctheship.net
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
Also Visit West Coast Baptist Association Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the
word of God. At St. Mark, we
as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Church Events for November 2014
Nov. 27-28 - Thanksgiving
Holidays: Office Closed
Nov. 29 - The Wildwood
Community Renaming Ceremony to the Thomas “Jet”

Jackson Community Center
at 9:30 a.m. Location: 1000
28th St. S.
Nov. 30 - Mission emphasis: Christmas With the community/Adoption Day during
10:45 a.m. Service
Coming Events for December 2014
Dec. 5 - Business Meeting at 7 p.m.
Dec. 20 - Christmas with
the Community Event
Dec. 21 - Children Youth
Ministry Christmas Presentation at 4 p.m.
Dec. 25-26 - Merry
Christmas: church Office
Closed
Dec. 31 - New Year’s Eve:
Watch Night Service
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.

Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday at
9:30 a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2 - 4
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening at 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.



  


Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs
and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Attention Parents! Reading and Math Enhancement
Tutoring is being provided by
Certified Teachers & Paraprofessionals, Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 5:30 p.m. to 7
p.m. in the Human Services
Building at 945 - 20th St. S.
For more information contact
Doris Newton or Joel

Shedrick at 727-822-0443, Extension 301.
3rd Thursday of the
month – Men’s Unity Ministry
- Calling all Men... The Men’s
Ministry invite you to come
out on the third Thursday of
each month for their unity fellowship and study of “What a
Man of God Should Look
Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - is now
holding
Dial-a-Meetings.
Phone meetings are held
every Tuesday from 7 --8 p.m.
Phone in to: 605-477-2100, Access Code: 212213.
Let’s Get Connected!

Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE
(Keyword:
MZPMBC). Visit our website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

Why not let God love you?
We’ve all heard and probably quoted God’s greatest
commandment, His royal
law many times. OK, here we
go : “Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all
your mind and strength and
love your neighbor as yourself” [Matthew 22:34-38; Romans 13:10; Leviticus 19:18].
Yet, too many people are
still working at loving a God
they’ve never seen, don’t
know who He says He is, and
have never met Him in an intimate and personal way.
Don’t know who they are
and can’t stand their neighbors they do see. Therefore,
instead of loving God and
their neighbors as themselves, they find themselves
bounded up, trying to prove
to God and their neighbors
that they are worthy to be accepted of them.
The uncertainties and
disappointments we experience throughout life solidify
our fear of rejection as an
issue within our relationships. The fear of rejection
rides on our desire to gain
approval from God and people. In return, our self-esteem is based on their
opinions of us.
Church folks in particular trend to think of bigger
and better “good” ideas of
what can be done to get
God’s approval and impress
their neighbors. They forge
ahead without understanding just because it’s a good
idea does not make it God’s
idea. Some with this fear so
huge that it stops them from
being in any kind of healthy
relationship all together. For
others, their fear of rejection

plagues them through relationships they’ve formed.
This causes them to become
needy, clingy and left feeling
they are a disadvantaged victim. Their fear of rejection
blinds their heart’s desire
from seeing clearly. They
must be motivated by God’s
purpose, not their own
[Romans 9:20].
Rejection is a principal of
life. You must accept it
and learn to lovingly manage
it. Years ago working as a
corporate account executive
it was required to learn to
move beyond the fear of rejection. Professional sales is
a numbers game. In order to
make successful sales, you
have to endure so many rejections before getting the
reward of closing a really
good contract. The wounded
self in all of us is not very lovable. No one falls in love with
a wounded self, but God!
God loves us so much He
gave His only begotten Son,
Jesus, to pay for all our past,
present and future sins! Now,
that’s love [1 John 4:10; John
3:16].
However, your wounded
self is the person you created
when you were growing up
to protect yourself from pain
the world’s system inflicted
upon you. This is your ego;
the part of us filled with fear,
false beliefs and many ways
of trying to earn love and
avoid pain. This is the part of
us that gives up, gets angry,
start blaming, become critical, turns to various addictions, is resistant and is
numbed out or simply withdrawn.
On the other hand, your
core self is who you really

are - who God created and
He accepts you as that, not
who you created if you let
Him. This is your authentic
self, your essence. This is
the part of us that is inherently
reflecting
Christ
through us as lovable and
loving [Colossians 1:27]. Is
there any wonder that everyone who reverences the
LORD as their God are always glad when they see the
“real you.”
Be assured that whenever a person rejects you,
they’re either rejecting your
wounded self or your core
self. If you consistently present your real self in all your
relationships, it’s very important not to take being rejected personally. Don’t
worry as it is not about you
at all. It’s about the other person’s fear of intimacy.
In other words, a rejection is nothing more than a
necessary step in your pursuit of first just letting God
love you then filling your
heart with His love until it
overflows. Then you can love
God back with an attitude of
gratitude, praise and worship. Love your neighbor
and yourself. You’ll be empowered to receive what God
has already prepared as your
destiny.
The difference between
successful and unsuccessful
people is that successful people do things unsuccessful
people won’t do. They rest in
God’s love and watch God
work for them. Therefore,
when 100 doors are
slammed in your face, go to
door number 101enthusiastically with a smile on your
face.
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